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Main motivations in relation 
to biodiversity crimes
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Duration

July 2018 December 2022

What are we doing and how?

Act - Denounce - Preserve

Project coordinated by:

Beneficiary partners:

Fundng by:

Arson fires Illegal waste management

Why are we implementing this
Project?

To preserve Nature

Nest destruction Illegal killing Illegal species trafficking Poisoning

Who we are?

Aim of the Project
To improve the effectiveness and efficiency of actions to combat
environmental crime in Spain and Portugal. Especially those committed
against wildlife.
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Main achievements

• Study on the implementation in Spain and Portugal of 
Directive 2008/99/EC protection of the environment 
through criminal law 

• European workshop on police investigation of crimes 
(broad recommendations produced)

• Study on the origin and motivations of 
environmental criminality

• Legal actions for a better enforcement of environmental 
law

• Creation of a national database methodology on 
unnatural wildlife mortality

• Training and awareness-raising for environmental and 
wildlife enforcement officers, as well as EU officers in 
environmental crime investigation

• Analysis and implementation of new techniques and 
practices, and specific operations

• Creation of an Environmental Intelligence Analysis Unit 
in SEPRONA

• Campaign “Article 45 of the Spanish Constitution”

https://ec.europa.eu/info/policies/justice-and-fundamental-rights/criminal-justice/environmental-crime_en
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Lesson learn:

Despite all these motivations, the most recurrent factors
are lack of awareness and lack of understanding of the
real impact of actions .

lt must be accompanied by awareness-raising, the search
for economic alternatives and, in many cases, the
parfcipation of the involved actors in the search for
solutions.
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WHAT

HOW

Interview by means of an online questionnaire designed with three  
mainblocks:

1. Sample data: place of work, province,experience...
2. Opinion on prototypical offender (profile, legal aspects,  

motivations, law and sanctions)of:
a. Illegalhunting.
b. Illegal buying and selling of animal species orderivatives.
c. Destruction of nests of protectedspecies.

3. Opinion on the usefulness of theprofiles.

The sample was contacted by e-mail through their agencies and  
coordinators.
Quantitative and qualitative data were triangulated, combining  
statistical analysis with IBM SPSS Statistics and content analysis.



Lemieux, A. M. (2014). Introduction. In Lemieux, A. M. (Ed.). Situational prevention of poaching (pp. 1-17). Routledge.



Proposals for action

To reduce the opportunity for offending

To more targeted lines of investigation

To more efficient reporting, investigation and prosecution system

To the implementation of intervention projects with primary and  
secondary populations

To the development of various strategies for awareness raising and  
engagement of the general population.



More information:
www.guardianes.seo.org/en/

Follow us in www.seo.org
David de la Bodega Zugasti

ddelabodega@seo.org
@David_Bodega
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THANK YOU!
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