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• Regular checks 

 

• Systematic checks 

• based on risk assessment 

• based on intelligence 

• based on set priorities 

 

• What is behind??? 

Controls, checks 



 Government Offices (19) 

 regional controls  

 checks, seizures, confiscation                                            

 registration and issuance of 

domestic documents 

 issuance of EU certificates for 3 

species of tortoises 

Authorities 

 Ministry of Agriculture 

 coordination of  CITES implementation and 

enforcement 

 issuing CITES permits and EU certificates 

 training and public awareness activities 

 international communication and 

cooperation  

CITES MA, SA 

Investigating wildlife crime cases and 

incountry checks 

Regional nature conservation  

inspectorates 

National Customs Admin  

Police 

State veterinary and 

phitosanitary services 

border controls and internal checks 

border checks, and internal checks, 

assist customs  



o Preliminary expert’s opinion for 

customs 

o Housing confiscated specimens 

inland and abroad 

o Regular training 

o Coordination 

 

Assistance by MA 



 Registration of birth, death, (re-)marking, and transactions 

(sell, purchase, import, export, transfer, etc.) is mandatory in 

Hungary within 30 days.  

 Notification should be sent to the regional nature 

conservation authority.  

 Exemptions  

Duty of registration 

Annex A Annex B 

 • all specimens of 

vertebrate species 

• live mammals, birds, tortoises 

• specimens of species with zero 

annual export quota 

Primates just in zoos! 
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Internal documents 

Breeding certificates 

(green) 

Certificate of origin 

(blue) 

Keeping specimens without documents is prohibited 



o ID requirements upon EC regulations + 

photodocumentation,  

o tags and special marks on trophies, 

o DNA profiling in case of falconry 

birds 

Marking and ID 



Over 10.000 holders / traders are registered 

 Over 200.000  records are held 

Checks are carried out in certain cases – randomly and in 

case of suspicion 

After registration internal documents are issued 

Database 



Query for Holders: 
specimens in the possession of one holder 
(ring no., species name, source, doc. no. etc.) 

Queries 



Query of one certain specimen 1 
(Loxodonta africana) 
(species name, holder, ID, doc. No, description, source, etc.) 

Queries 



Seizure 

Confiscation 

Nature conservation penalty 

Criminal liability 

Import, export, EU certificate cannot be 

permitted for applicants who were found guilty 

in criminal offence against environment and 

sentenced by court or fined by nature 

conservation penalty for 3 years 

Sanctions 
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Intelligence from EU MSs on Aztekium waldezii 

on sale through ebay 

MA reported cases to criminal police (HNBI) 

12 house searches, over 2500 plants as well as 

seeds collected in MX were seized 

Investigation waldezii 



Huge shipment (1186) of rare cacti intercepted upon 

arrival from Mexico in November 2020 

Further house searches in 2021, further seizures 

Investigation waldezii 



9 persons prosecuted up to now 

Court phase yet to come 

Investigation waldezii 



 

Legal difficulties, as Aztekium waldezii is 

considered a synonim of A. ritteri  

Other newly discovered species 

Investigation waldezii 

Aztekium waldezii Aztekium ritteri 



Bilateral cooperation agreements 

with NTCA  

with police 

Coordination committees 

NEST 

Cooperation 



National Environmental Security Task Force 

 
 Thematic interagency expert’s network based on interagency 

agreements between participating authorities, agencies 

 

 Effective and mutual information exchange (contact list, working 

group etc.) 

 Interagency committee – info sharing 

 Training programs  

 Data analysis based national strategy 

 Platform for planning future investigations 

 Helps international cooperation 

 

NEST 



NEST 



Thank you for your attention 


